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here. We are not go1ng to get off of one bill and on to
another. We have done that before and it doesn't met us
anywhere.

SENATOR NEWELL: Did the Clerk read the amendment?

CLERK: Read . ( Se e p age 1476 , J o u r n a l . )

SENATOR NEWELL: Mr. Speaker, members of the Lemislat z. o.,
the purooses of this amendmert is to basically clari"r
just who has the responsibility of try1ng to track down
those parents who may be paying child support. ' !ow t h .
original purpose of this b111 was to shift the resnonsi 
bility. Since that time, there has been some amendments
that further sh1ft the respons1b111ty to the no1nt where
we don't know who has the responsibility t'or col l e c t i n ~
child, what 1s it when their father pays, c hi l d s u p p o " + ,
right. I knew exactly what I was talkinm about. he
contention here by the 1ntroducer of the 'oill is that the
county attorney's office would be in a better oosition to
collect the money. The State Welfare D1rec+or feels that
he doesn't want to have that responsibility and the point
that I would like to make is that what we have now and
the way the bill presently reads is that both of them
have the responsibil1ty, consequently, neither o f t h e m have
the responsibility. It is a dupl1cat1on of cost as to
finding out who is suppose to collect this money and we
can do this by setting one or the other and I pro. ose
to str1ke the county attorney and have the Welfare riroctor
continue with that task. Thank you.

SPEAKER LUED KE: The matter before the House is the ' !ewel l
amendment. Any discussion on the ".ewell amendmen .

.

Chair recognizes Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President, I opoose the Uewell amendment
with all due respect to Senator Newell. I woul d d i s a g r e e
with the substance of the situation. I believe that I am
correct. I do not believe that the fears that the '>ourlas
County people have are well founded. The hi l l has he
before the Public Health and Welfare Committee. "'r . L e t t
of the County Attorneys Assoc1ation, Fldin vhrlich, many
people have spent many hours in my office attemntin~ to
draft that bill to meet everyone's object1ons. As I said
earlier, it is another bill in a ser1es of cour or five
bills that we have had over a oeriod of vears. I f t he
bill 1s not drafted correctly, it is an homes. i s t a ke
and I believe it is drafted correctly. I believe it meets
the legitimate c ncerns of everyone involved and I would
ask you to oppose the '.!ewell amendment and advance the
b i l l .

S PEAKER LUEDTKE: T h e C h a i r r eco g n 1zes Senato r S to n e v .

S ENA OR STOREY: Mr. Sp e a k e r , members of the Levislature,
I r1se in favor of Mr. Newell's amendment. I have s o me
of the same concerns that he has. W e have now adonte d a n
amendment which makes 1t the dual respons1bility of the
Publ i c ':!elfare Department and also the County Attorney's o"" '.ce
to collect these child supoort payments. I think tha+; 1' is
very easy f o r ei t he r on e or the other to do<~e this resnon
sibility conveniently and I feel it should rest w ith t h e
Publ ic Welfare Department where it has been "or quite sor e
t!mc. Implementing such a system w111 cause Douglas Countv


